
What is the use of a book without pictures or conversation?   text Claudio Cravero 

 

The title of the Maura Banfo’s art project Maura Banfo remands immediately a question: 

"What is the use of a book without pictures or conversation?". 

Who of us has never pronounced this phrase or he has not been child or, with much 

probability, he does not remember to have pronounced it. How many times have we 

puffed away at the invitation of reading a book by an adult? And how many others would 

have liked to come children back for living the pleasure of leafing through books told for 

images? 

Nevertheless the title of this work recovers the incipit of a tale usually thought for the 

childhood: Alice in the Wonderland, written by Lewis Carroll. From the suggestions of 

the text, the Maura Banfo’s work was born from the idea of telling a tale reflecting on 

the pleasure of listening as a moment of meeting and comparison between two different 

generations. 

In the collective imaginary, fairy tales have always been telling by grandparents: the 

temporal opposite end of the child. Therefore the tale assumes the identity of through, 

of bridge that links a space-physical distance. And through memory and dream, this 

distance can be engaged magically. The two generations, children and grandparents, 

represent with a sineddoche the absence of the adult age. 

Maura Banfo has not only thought about a mental back trip, but she involved her 

grandmother, and as any granddaughter to her granny, she asked her: «Granny! Please 

read me a tale!». Being generationally far, the two women, grandmother and 

granddaughter are involved in the corality of the reading and at the same time they 

create a sort of new narration. The artist fixes the scenes with her camera and she gives 

the shots back through the interpretation of her eye. The result is a series of precise 

frames representing exactly the quivering hands of an elderly woman who reads a tale 

to her granddaughter. “Hands keeping book” are the main subjects of the images and 

they remind to the past. But also through their own nature and their aspect, the hands 

revels their own wrinkles. And in those "lines" of the epithelium, signs of the time and 

memories stratified, it is possible to read another tale, that one of the life, whether life 

refers to past or present. 

Reading over and over the book of Carroll, Maura Banfo has fixed the key words like 

signs of a memory that she cannot forget and she put them into an evocative and 

touching sound track. The episodes of Alice in the Wonderland are now revisited with 

the adult conscience, but the scenes are reconstructed by the artist evoking the most 

meaningful words still impressed in her present. 



Regarding to Lewis Carroll, Virginia Woolf wrote "This book is not only a book for 

children, but it is the only book where we return children back". 

Why this desire of return? 

Antoine De Saint-Exupery as well in dedicating his Little prince referred "To all adults 

who have been children but do not remember having been any more". 

If in this art journey the narration leads the "visitor" inside the tale, in the photographs 

there will reside the silence. 

 


